


Stand and
Endure



Acts 20:18-27

When they arrived he declared, "You know that from the day I set foot in
the province of Asia until now | have done the Lord's work humbly — yes,
and with tears. | have endured the trials that came to me from the plots
of the Jews. Yet | never shrank from telling you the truth, either publicly
or in your homes. | have had one message for Jews and Gentiles alike —
the (rj]ecessity of turning from sin and turning to God, and of faith in our
Lord Jesus.

"And now | am going to Jerusalem, drawn there irresistibly by the Holy
Spirit, not knowing what awaits me, except that the Holy Spirit has told me
In city after city that jail and suffering lie ahead. But my life is worth
nothing unless | use it for doing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus —
theOI vlvork of telling others the Good News about God's wonderful kindness
and love.

"And now | know that none of you to whom I have preached the Kingdom
will ever see me again. Let me say plainly that | have been faithful. No
one's damnation can be blamed on me, for I didn't shrink from declaring
all that God wants for you.



2 Corinthains 11:22-28

Are they Hebrews? So am |. Are they Israelites? So am 1. Are they
descendants of Abraham? So am |. Are they servants of Christ? — | speak
as If insane —

| more so; in far more labors, in far more imprisonments, beaten times
without number, often in danger of death. Five times | received from the
Jews thirty-nine lashes. Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was
stoned, three times | was shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spent in the
deep. | have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers
from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles,
dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers
among false brethren; | have been in labor and hardship, through many
sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and
exposure. Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on
me of concern for all the churches.



2 Corinthians 12:7-9

Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this
reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a
thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me — to
keep me from exalting myself! Concerning this | implored the
Lord three times that it might leave me. And He has said to me,
"My grace Is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in

weakness."



Galatians 4:12-14

You did not mistreat me when | first preached to you. Surely
you remember that | was sick when | first brought you the
Good News of Christ. But even though my sickness was
revolting to you, you did not reject me and turn me away. No,
you took me in and cared for me as though | were an angel
from God or even Christ Jesus himself.



Hebrews 6:10-12

For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love
which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered
and in still ministering to the saints. And we desire that each
one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full
assurance of hope until the end, so that you will not be
sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience
Inherit the promises.



